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Editors Welcome 
 

Welcome to Issue 63 of On Course Profits magazine, this months sponsor is the Betting School 

Insiders Club. 

 

The Betting Insiders club is like On Course Profits on steroids, with systems and strategies in a 

weekly newsletter, selections from club systems, and selections from staff tipsters along with 

month long trials of top name tipsters. 

 

The price for Betting Insiders is less than any of the parts of it would sell for separately but 50 

On Course Profits readers can try it for a full month for free! 

 

Yes that’s right the first 50 OCP readers who take action can try a full month of On Course 

Profits for free. Once those places are filled there will be another 100 places at just £1.  

 

Follow this link to grab one of the free places - www.oncourseprofits.com/bettinginsiderstrial 

https://pixabay.com/users/LiZardboy-276328/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=380406
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=380406
https://www.oncourseprofits.com/bettinginsiderstrial
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By the way sponsorship of On Course Profits has always been by invite only, but if you would 

like to sponsor an issue then contact us at our helpdesk and we will get back to you with details 

of how you can get on the invite list.  

 

Inside this issue we have a look at the trainers with a 20% strike rate and dig deep to find the 

systems that will make us a profit from following these top guns. 

 

We take a look at Down Royal race course and share a couple of systems that will help find 

winners there. 

 

Our Q&A this month is with Ian Welch. Ian started creating his own speed ratings way back in 

2001 and has helped many followers to profit since then; we talk to him about how he got started 

and some of his successes through the years. 

 

With Cheltenham less than 50 days away John Burke has started building his system portfolio 

for the festival with a look at the performance of winners at the Dublin Racing Festival at 

Leopardstown and has uncovered some systems for us to follow come March. 

 

John also continues his improve your punting series with a look at Beaten Favourites and 

includes a system that looks to have huge potential. 

 

Our systems returned a strong profit in December with £29.51 profit to £1 level stakes, inside we 

have a look at which systems contributed to the profit and finally we have an updated from our 

product review team. 

 

I hope you enjoy this months issue. 

 

All the best  

Darren Power 

 

 

 

  

http://customerserviceserver.com/help/
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The 20% Club 
 

The GB National Hunt scene has been dominated for a number of years by a select group of top 

performing trainers, with the likes of Paul Nicholls, Nicky Henderson, Dan Skelton and Colin 

Tizzard mopping up many of the big races throughout the racing calendar year. 

 

The problem, or challenge, is that it can be difficult to profit when following their runners 

blindly because the cat is well and truly out of the bag, and the bookies will often try to price up 

their entries at odds below their runners’ respective chances of winning.  

 

Here is a classic example: 

 

Paul Nicholls 

 

The Nicholls yard operates out of Manor Farm in Ditcheat, Somerset and the trainer was 

crowned Champion Trainer for the 11
th

 time at the end of the latest National Hunt campaign. 

 

If we take a look at the Nicholls runners over the last 5 years we find the following:- 

https://pixabay.com/users/hhach-146898/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2349413
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2349413
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Paul Nicholls (Last 5 years) 

 
 

Despite a consistent and remarkable 20%+ strike rate over the last 5 years you would have made 

a level stake loss to Industry Starting Prices of 381pts, and lost 13p for every pound of your hard 

earned you had staked on his runners blindly.  

 

The figures can be improved upon if you had placed your bets at Betfair SP, but you would still 

have experienced a loss none the less. 

 

There is always the possibility of spending time investigating to see if you can find a specialised 

angle to approach the Nicholls runners from and see if you can decipher his modus operandi and 

concentrate on the best performing areas…but that may have to be an idea for a future issue! 

 

A further problem we can encounter when looking at the runners of trainers of this calibre is that 

on many occasions they will have multiple horses from the yard competing against each other in 

the same races.  Now as an owner you would want to ensure that your trainer puts your horse 

forward, if it is up to the challenge, for a crack at the best races and biggest prizes, but this makes 

hard work for us punters in sorting out which of those runners is up for it on the day. 

 

A recent example from the Nicholls camp was the run up to the King George at Kempton on 

Boxing Day. All of the talk was of Cyrname who had lowered the colours of Altior, who had 

previously been unbeaten over jumps, in the 1965 Chase at Ascot in November.  

 

Cyrname went off as the 5/4 favourite on Boxing Day with the Colin Tizzard Lostintranslation 

deemed to be the main challenger on the day. 

 

However Paul Nicholls also had another runner in the race, Clan des Obeaux, who had won the 

prestigious event 12 months prior. Despite having won the race previously Clan des Obeaux 

went off at 11/2 and had been even larger in the early markets. 

 

And yes you guessed it, it was Clan des Obeaux that romped home to victory with 21 lengths in 

hand leaving his stablemate toiling in second place! 

 

Most punters didn’t see that coming. 
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If we take the above into account we certainly feel that there may well be merit in looking for a 

select group of trainers which, also have shown a winning profile in recent times, may still offer 

a little more value when sending their runners to a track. 

 

The 20% Club - Having fired up the trusty research facility over at www.horseracebase.com 

we have honed in on 4 trainers which we feel it may well pay to follow over the coming seasons.  

 

First up is Harry Fry:- 

 

Harry Fry 

 

Many of you will know that Harry Fry is a prodigy from the Nicholls yard. Based at Seaborough 

in Dorset Fry has held his trainers licence since 2012 and by 2016 had already broken through 

the £1 million pound prize money barrier. The suggestion is that Harry Fry will undoubtedly be a 

future top player in the National Hunt racing scene. 

 

Having been based at Seaborough stables where he originally operated as a satellite yard for Paul 

Nicholls, sending out Rock On Ruby to win the Champion Hurdle, Fry has now given notice of 

his intent to leave the yard at the end of this season and will be moving to his family’s farm at 

Halstock, Dorset at the end of this season. 

 

 
 

It is fair to say that last season's 47 winners (April 2018-April 2019) fell a little below the usual 

level, but Grade 1 wins from If The Cap Fits and Unowhatimeanharry in April more than made 

up for this. 

 

With 21 winners already on the board the yard looks primed for a stellar campaign this time 

around with a good mix amongst the 75 horses in their care. 

 

Dr Richard Newland 

 

Having quietly been combining a successful career as a GP the “Good Doctor” had been quietly 

going about his training activities before becoming a household name by training Pineau De Re 

to win the 2014 Crabbie’s Grand National, his first ever runner in the race. 

 

http://www.horseracebase.com/
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In September of last year Newland upped the ante by taking on a "top-of-the-range" facility in 

Worcestershire which allowed for an expansion that could see a doubling of the number of 

horses under his stewardship. 

 

Tom Lacey 

 

Set in rural Hertfordshire, Tom Laceys' career started schooling young horses under Captain 

Charles Radclyffe. Working through the ranks he worked as a pupil assistant trainer in two 

National Hunt stables before becoming Head Lad for one of the leading flat trainers before 

taking on his own licence to train. 

 

 
 

As can be seen from the above 2019 wasn’t the best of years but there has to be a slight 

correction on occasions, after a number of years which had seen an increasing number of winners 

on the bounce.  

 

Lacey has also made a steady start to the current campaign, and his patient approach invariably 

pays dividends as the season progresses, and he has shown that he can place his Ledbury team to 

good effect. 

 

Anthony Honeyball 

 

Anthony Honeyball comes from a racing background with his father John Honeyball having 

been a successful trainer, and his Anthony’s mother having been a talented show jumper. 

 

His training career began in 2006 after having been a conditional jockey for Paul Nicholls and 

ridding 45 winners under rules. 

 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/obituaries/2017/03/04/captain-charles-radclyffe-equine-expert-obituary/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/obituaries/2017/03/04/captain-charles-radclyffe-equine-expert-obituary/
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Initially training from his parents Quantock farm in Somerset he proceeded to rent a stable yard 

from Richard Barber in 2012 which allowed him to train independently and expand his training. 

 

 
 

The yard had a really positive start to 2020 with the big race win for Jepeck in the £61,900 

Veteran Series Chase Final at Sandown. The horse’s campaign was a bit of a plot with 

connections having protected his handicap mark by keeping the horse over hurdles.  

 

The outcome was however almost spoilt as in the race he and his jockey Rex Dingle were almost 

carried out by a loose horse approaching the final fence. Luckily they managed to get back on the 

track in the nick of time, but the incident cost them vital momentum and Jepeck did well to 

regain the lead and hold on by a short head from Regal Flow with Theatre Guide a neck away 

third. 

 

So having introduced the 20% team let’s take a closer look at how we can use these yards 

runners going forward.  

 

Many trainers, for fear of repeating ourselves do have a habit to their training and placing of 

horses in races. Some may often favour particular race tracks for a variety of reasons including 

the tracks location to the stable, the track configuration, or types of fences to name a few. 

 

We have considered each of the trainers’ records and the following would appear to be the tracks 

which have offered a consistent success for the respective trainers and their runners. 

 

20% Club – Top Tracks 
 

Harry Fry 

 

The following tracks have provided good returns for Harry Fry’s runners during the last 5 years:- 

 

Ascot, Bangor, Carlisle, Doncaster, Exeter, Ffos Las, Fontwell, Haydock, Kelso, Leicester, 

Market Rasen, Sandown, Southwell and Uttoxeter. 
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The runners that Harry Fry sends to the above tracks should be noted, but can we add any 

additional pointers to improve on the bare figures, which to be fair are pretty solid? 

 

There were more runners in Non-Handicaps (250) than there handicapping counterparts (183) 

but both sets produced 50% of the total profit. 

 

 

 
 

 

Logically that fact does point to the latter group having a better ROI (50.38% vs 41.73% at 

BFSP), so possibly if you wanted to reduce the number of bets you could concentrate on the 

Handicap runners only. 

 

The Strike Rates across the three codes of NH racing, Chase, Hurdle and Bumpers were roughly 

the same.  

 

 

 
 

 

Although the trend may alter with time based on the research it would suggest that the yard is 

very much focused on the main section of the NH calendar which runs from October through to 

April, although the figures for May are quite positive.  
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With that in mind ignoring runners during the period of June through to the end of September, 

wouldn’t see us miss out on any profit but would reduce the number of bets overall. 

 

It may be a testament to his placing skills as not many runners from the stable go off at big prices 

so by concentrating on those at 14/1 or lower would generally improve the overall P&L.  

 

None of those that went off at 16/1 or higher had won over the review period at the key tracks. 
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System 19: Back Harry Fry National Hunt runners at the above tracks during the months of 

October through to May ignoring those runners likely to go off at 16/1 or larger. 

 

 

Looking a little deeper in to the Harry Fry figures we can see that with his Bumper runners, those 

making their racecourse debut, have achieved a cracking 42.86% Strike Rate and pretty much all 

the profit in that sub group. 

 

 

 
 

 

System 20: Back Harry Fry (National Hunt Flat runners) making their NHF debut when running 

at the above tracks. 
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Dr Richard Newland 

 

The “Good Doctor” appears to enjoy good returns from the following courses:- 

 

Ascot, Ayr, Bangor, Carlisle, Cheltenham, Fakenham, Haydock, Huntingdon, Kelso, Leicester, 

Market Rasen, Musselburgh, Perth, Sandown, Sedgefield, Uttoxeter and Wetherby. 

 

 

 
 

 

Digging a little deeper into the data it would appear that the Handicappers have achieved a better 

record than those runners in the Non-Handicap races.  

 

 

 
 

 

Sure there was profit to be had from the latter group but a higher return on investment would 

have come from the Handicappers. 

 

System 21: Back Dr R Newland’s Handicap runners at the tracks shown above. 
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Tom Lacey 

 

These are the venues that the Lacey yard has enjoyed success at during the last 5 years:- 

 

Aintree, Ascot, Catterick, Chepstow, Exeter, Fontwell, Huntingdon, Lingfield, Newcastle, 

Plumpton, Southwell, Stratford, Taunton, Warwick, Wincanton. 

 

 

 
 

 

As the horses gain more experience the stats may alter somewhat but based on the data over the 5 

year period the Bumper and Hurdle runners were the more profitable types than their chasing 

counterparts. 

 

 

 
 

 

Tom Lacey has a similar profile to that of Harry Fry when it comes to the summer months and 

therefore leaving those during May-August probably is a sensible call. 
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System 22: back Tom Laceys' runners in Hurdles and NHF races when running at the above 

tracks during September-April. 

 

 

Anthony Honeyball 

 

The Honeyball yard have produced some positive results over the previous 5 years at these 

tracks:- 

 

Aintree, Ascot, Cartmel, Exeter, Fontwell, Huntingdon, Leicester, Lingfield, Ludlow, Southwell, 

Stratford, Taunton and Warwick. 
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There was quite a marked difference between the financial performances of the Non-

Handicappers to those that ran in Handicaps to the point where preference should be given to the 

latter group. 

 

 

 
 

 

System 23: Back Anthony Honeyballs Handicap Chasers and Hurdlers when running at the 

above tracks. 

 

The exceptions are Anthony Honeyballs’ Bumper runners. Again these are worth taking note of 

when running at the above tracks. 

 

System 24: Back Anthony Honeyballs’ Bumper runners when running at the preferred tracks 

mentioned above. 

 

If you would like to receive an email to let you know each time one of our systems has a runner 

sign up for our alerts service here - https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer  

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer
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Creating Trainer Performance Ratings 
Previously I have looked at an alternative way to evaluate performance to more standard horse 

racing approaches. I have focused on horses in 5 furlong handicaps and in an attempt to compare 

how well the horses had been running, I compared their finishing position to their market 

position. To recap, let us imagine these 10 results: 

 

Market Position Finishing Position 

1 1 

1 3 

2 2 

2 10 

3 1 

3 6 

4 5 

4 3 

4 8 

6 11 

https://unsplash.com/@devine_images?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/horse-racing?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Using these 10 results we can add up both columns to compare the market position to finishing 

position.  

 

Adding up the market positions (1 + 1 + 2 + 2 + 3 +3 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 6) we get a total of 30.  

 

The finishing positions equal 50 (1 + 3 + 2 + 10 + 1 + 6 + 5 + 3 + 8 + 11) when added up. 

 

Hence the horse in this imaginary sample has performed below expectations as the total of 

finishing positions is higher than the total of market positions.  

 

Now my idea was to give this overall performance a numerical figure by dividing market 

position by finishing position. In this case we would get a rating of 0.60 (30 divided by 50).  

Anything above 1.00 would indicate a horse that generally runs above expectations; anything 

below 1.00 would indicate a horse that generally runs below expectations.  

 

For the record the horses I noted in last years’ article that had a positive rating, have since 

combined to make an overall profit in the subsequent 12 months. Now it was a small sample of 

horses and big priced winners can always skew results, but it got me thinking about using the 

same idea with trainers. 

 

For this article I am using the same method to create trainer ratings.  

 

My focus is UK handicap races only and I took the data from the 1st June 2017 to the 31
st
 May 

2018. I only looked at trainers who had at least 150 handicap runners during the period of study.  

The top 25 trainers in terms of performance rating are shown in the table below. As with the 

horse ratings mentioned earlier, a figure of over 1.00 would indicate a trainer performing above 

expectations: 

 

Trainer Runs Trainer Rating Trainer Runs Trainer Rating 

Brittain, Antony 239 1.16 Loughnane, David 171 1.10 

Kelleway, Miss Gay 181 1.16 Easterby, M W 400 1.10 

Williamson, Mrs L 169 1.16 Feilden, Miss J 166 1.09 

Bridger, J J 194 1.15 Best, J R 166 1.07 

Shaw, D 230 1.14 Bastiman, Rebecca 278 1.07 

Dixon, Scott 316 1.13 Griffiths, D C 193 1.06 

Bradley, J M 192 1.12 Attwater, M J 169 1.06 

McEntee, P S 205 1.12 Ellison, B 279 1.05 

Goldie, J S 351 1.12 Tinkler, N 177 1.05 

Usher, M D I 214 1.12 Midgley, P T 333 1.04 

Carroll, A W 455 1.11 Smart, B 159 1.04 

Harris, R A 165 1.10 Williams, S C 299 1.04 

O’Shea, J G M 164 1.10    
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The trainers on this list are generally some of the less ‘fashionable’ trainers, but trainers who 

generally ply their trade in handicap races.  

 

Let us now look at the trainers who had the lowest trainer ratings: 

 

Trainer Runs Trainer Rating Trainer Runs Trainer Rating 

Balding, A M 348 0.88 Watson, Archie 215 0.78 

Walker, Ed 262 0.86 Fanshawe, J R 152 0.72 

Beckett, R M 215 0.85 Gosden, J H M 188 0.71 

Palmer, Hugo 218 0.83 Stoute, Sir Michael 167 0.66 

Prescott, Sir Mark 154 0.79 Varian, Roger 243 0.65 

Cox, C G 181 0.78 Haggas, W J 245 0.59 

 

 

Some high profile trainers are on this list including John Gosden, Sir Michael Stoute, Roger 

Varian and Sir Mark Prescott.  

 

These figures got me thinking why this was the case.  

 

The reason is fairly obvious I believe - higher profile trainers are more likely to have horses that 

are at the top end of the betting market and hence it is harder for those to beat their numerical 

position in the betting market with their finishing position.  

 

Indeed, favourites are unable to beat their finishing position – they can only match it should they 

win.  

 

I decided therefore that it would be a better idea to create trainer ratings within different Starting 

Price brackets, which would hopefully produce a more level playing field.  

 

The price brackets I chose were: 7/2 or shorter; 4/1 to 7/1; 15/2 to 11/1; 12/1 to 20/1 and 22/1 or 

bigger.  

 

Below is a selection of the trainers that have had at least 150 runners and the overall trainer 

average for each price bracket is shown at the top for comparison purposes: 
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Trainer 7/2 or less 4/1-7/1 15/2-11/1 12/1-20/1 22/1 or greater. 

Trainer Average 0.48 0.70 0.95 1.16 1.27 

Appleby, M 0.49 0.68 1.01 1.16 1.26 

Attwater, M J 0.65 0.74 1.06 1.22 1.13 

Balding, A M 0.47 0.64 0.77 1.31 1.26 

Barron, T D 0.37 0.64 0.86 1.05 1.44 

Bastiman, Rebecca 0.44 0.73 1.16 1.21 1.38 

Beckett, R M 0.40 0.75 0.84 1.32 1.72 

Best, J R 0.58 0.75 1.00 1.22 1.46 

Botti, M 0.57 0.78 0.92 1.23 1.80 

Bradley, J M 0.40 0.64 0.99 1.18 1.32 

Bridger, J J 0.45 0.90 1.07 1.28 1.25 

Brittain, Antony 0.56 0.81 0.95 1.29 1.31 

Burke, K R 0.46 0.81 1.02 1.19 1.21 

Carroll, A W 0.51 0.76 0.98 1.30 1.27 

Channon, M R 0.46 0.77 0.92 1.19 1.29 

Cox, C G 0.43 0.66 0.69 1.13 1.12 

Dalgleish, Keith 0.45 0.69 0.89 1.18 1.29 

Dascombe, Tom 0.49 0.60 0.96 1.14 1.22 

Dixon, Scott 0.50 0.70 1.11 1.33 1.27 

Dwyer, C A 0.52 0.81 0.93 1.59 1.36 

Easterby, T D 0.48 0.66 0.95 1.14 1.28 

Easterby, M W 0.40 0.61 0.93 1.22 1.33 

Ellison, B 0.38 0.76 0.98 1.06 1.37 

Evans, P D 0.47 0.79 1.03 1.19 1.40 

Fahey, R A 0.48 0.68 0.97 1.13 1.39 

Fanshawe, J R 0.46 0.63 0.87 1.12 1.73 

Feilden, Miss J 0.39 0.84 0.93 1.28 1.38 

Furtado, Ivan 0.34 0.84 0.91 1.20 1.33 

Goldie, J S 0.54 0.84 1.05 1.27 1.27 

Gosden, J H M 0.43 0.55 0.87 0.98 1.22 

Griffiths, D C 0.60 0.65 0.93 1.18 1.26 

Haggas, W J 0.49 0.48 0.70 0.86 0.94 

Hannon (Jnr), Richard 0.52 0.67 0.86 1.13 1.39 

Harris, R A 0.56 0.75 1.09 1.21 1.29 

Hills, Charles 0.45 0.72 0.95 1.10 1.14 

Hughes, Richard 0.54 0.81 0.99 1.27 1.32 

Johnston, M 0.57 0.70 0.97 1.08 1.13 

Kelleway, Miss Gay 0.56 0.83 1.27 1.10 1.38 

Loughnane, David 0.49 0.67 0.97 1.33 1.35 

McEntee, P S 0.52 0.75 1.21 1.30 1.28 

Midgley, P T 0.42 0.63 0.96 1.20 1.29 

Osborne, J A 0.44 0.72 1.14 1.18 1.51 

O’Shea, J G M 0.49 0.88 1.02 1.05 1.28 
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Palmer, Hugo 0.50 0.64 0.78 0.95 1.20 

Prescott, Sir Mark 0.47 0.78 0.90 1.37 1.51 

Ryan, K A 0.46 0.75 0.83 1.04 1.32 

Shaw, D 0.41 0.77 0.94 1.28 1.36 

Simcock, D M 0.57 0.94 0.98 1.06 1.37 

Smart, B 0.60 0.71 0.98 1.02 1.33 

Stoute, Sir Michael 0.45 0.59 0.74 0.88 1.63 

Tinkler, N 0.59 0.64 0.92 1.19 1.35 

Usher, M D I 0.64 0.75 0.96 1.27 1.37 

Varian, Roger 0.44 0.53 0.82 0.85 1.05 

Walker, Ed 0.48 0.71 0.81 1.33 1.26 

Watson, Archie 0.45 0.68 1.03 1.18 0.95 

Williams, Ian 0.42 0.69 1.00 1.12 1.17 

Williams, S C 0.53 0.73 1.06 1.21 1.39 

Williamson, Mrs L 0.38 0.51 1.10 1.14 1.34 

 

Fans of Sir Mark Prescott will notice that he has above average figures in 3 of the 5 price 

brackets (4/1 to 7/1; 12/1 to 20/1 and 22/1 or bigger).  

 

Breaking the figures down have helped show that his overall trainer rating is not as bad as it 

initially looked. John Gosden and Roger Varian on the other hand have no above average figures 

in any of the 5 sections.  

 

Now you may notice that some of the trainers in the table above have been highlighted in ‘bold’ 

print. The reason for this is that all of them produced figures in each price bracket that were 

equal or higher than the relevant overall trainer average.  

 

These trainers I felt were worth investigating further to see whether their results in handicaps in 

the following 12 months (June 2018 to May 2019) were positive. Firstly I looked at their overall 

trainer rating for this second 12 month period.  

 

The results are shown below: 

 

Trainer Trainer Rating Trainer Trainer Rating 

Best, J R 1.08 Harris, R A 1.02 

Brittain, Antony 1.07 McEntee, P S 1.07 

Carroll, A W 1.07 Usher, M D I 1.16 

Dixon, Scott 1.07 Williams, S C 0.95 

Goldie, J S 1.08   

 

All bar one exceeds the 1.00 figure and although in general their figures are slightly lower than 

before, they are still at the higher end of the trainer ratings. 
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I then looked at their overall record in all handicap races from June 2018 to May 2019 in terms 

of wins, places, profit/loss, etc. Here are my findings (profit/loss has been calculated to Betfair 

SP): 

 

Trainer Runs Wins SR% Place% Profit/Los

s 

ROI% 

Best, J R 107 8 7.45 25.2 - £48.02 - 44.9 

Brittain, Antony 286 32 11.2 33.9 - £17.85 - 6.2 

Carroll, A W 530 60 11.3 30.2 - £40.27 - 7.6 

Dixon, Scott 283 18 6.4 26.5 - £129.58 - 45.8 

Goldie, J S 423 41 9.7 27.9 + £98.40 + 23.3 

Harris, R A 182 26 14.3 34.6 + £73.20 + 40.2 

McEntee, P S 260 18 6.9 21.9 - £28.13 - 10.8 

Usher, M D I 213 17 8.0 28.2 - £22.81 - 10.7 

Williams, S C 376 55 14.6 36.2 + £32.20 + 8.6 

 

The first point to note is that Jim Goldie, Ron Harris and Stuart Williams all made a profit. That 

is a positive.  

 

It was perhaps too much to hope that all 9 made a profit.  

 

Backing all trainers ‘blind’ would have lost you around 3 pence in the £, but this is better than 

the figure for all trainers which stands at a loss of just under 7 pence in the £.  

 

A further positive slant can be seen when we examine the place data in more detail and look at 

the Betfair Place returns: 

 

Trainer Profit/Loss (Place) 

Best, J R - £11.03 

Brittain, Antony - £0.33 

Carroll, A W + £15.07 

Dixon, Scott + £1.16 

Goldie, J S + £2.40 

Harris, R A + £17.76 

McEntee, P S + £7.88 

Usher, M D I + £55.19 

Williams, S C - £4.75 

 

6 of the 9 trainers are in profit here with 2 others virtually breaking even.  

 

Backing all runners each way to BSP would have secured a small profit of £83.36 to £l level 

stakes (ROI +3.1%). 
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Although these performance based trainer ratings are relatively ‘crude’ in today’s computer age, 

I believe there is some mileage in them.  

 

The 9 trainers highlighted are definitely trainers to keep an eye on in handicaps and I will be 

personally delving deeper into the last 12 months’ worth of stats to see if other trainers have a 

similar correlation between time frames. I will also be looking to develop the idea further and 

hopefully refine it.  

 

Sometimes it is a simple idea or method that actually works the best. Of course we do have to 

appreciate that when some horses are beaten in handicaps they are not necessarily ridden out 

hard to the finish, but I am guessing this evens up across trainers over the time. 

 

David Renham    
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Click Here to Join Carl for this Weeks ITV Bets 

  

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/ocpitv
https://www.oncourseprofits.com/ocpitv
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/infomatique 

 

Down Royal Racecourse 
 

I have concluded my look at British racecourses and I’m switching across the Irish Sea to look at 

Ireland’s racecourses.  

 

This tour of Ireland’s racecourses begins in the north of Ireland and ancient kingdom of Ulster at 

Down Royal.  

 

As before in my series of articles on British racecourses, I will look briefly at the track’s 

location, history, configuration and will also highlight some significant track stats. 

 

History and Location 

 

Down Royal racecourse is one of only two racecourses in Northern Ireland. Although it’s part of 

the United Kingdom, horse racing in the province comes under the authority of Horse Racing 

Ireland. Just like with Rugby Union the sport is run on an All-Ireland basis.  

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/infomatique/42146660020/in/photolist-27dmDE5-e5tveK-LddnT8-28Ae5Ai-29YaiBn-ikNnQB-9um58q-ikNCwj-ikNnFi-Ldag6r-ikNCBQ-ikNpUh-ikNccy-ikNaq6-MQJAn3-LdaiD2-28AgCPH-28Ae7cV-28SEqF1-MQJyod-28AgEfD-fArMLf-27dmB8b-MQJGoS-28SKXTw-29TZXEm-28SEvt7-MQCWvb-MQG1s3-Ldajme-LddjBZ-28Ae1MB-27drRGm-29YfM7H-MQJyKW-LdfBiv-LdfGj2-29TXqtC-9wGNzJ-28AgxaM-MQG2sQ-LdacQi-21kiSsT-27drTRb-28SKZr1-MQJxCf-29TZP6h-27drHVu-27drFTy-MQFWWq
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The racecourse is located just over 4 miles from the city of Lisburn in Co. Down and just 14 

miles from the centre of Belfast.  

 

Racing takes place all year round at the venue and hosts both flat and jumps meetings. The track 

hosts twelve days racing each year. The two-day Festival of Racing in early November plays 

host to several graded races, including the Champion Chase, first Grade 1 of the winter jumps 

season in Ireland, and is the highlight the Down Royal racing calendar.  

 

The two-day Ulster Derby Festival held in June is the highlight of the tracks flat season. Other 

big race days held at the course take place on St Patrick’s Day and St Stephen’s or Boxing Day 

as it’s known in Britain. 

 

Racing first took place in the area in 1685 after King James II issued a Royal Charter and formed 

the Down Royal Corporation of Horse Breeders. The aim of which was to encourage the “Breed 

in the County of Down”.  

 

“Byerly Turk” one of the three foundation stallions of the Stud Book is said to have raced at 

Down Royal which if true would make him the most famous horse to have ever raced in the area.  

Horse racing has taken place at the present location since the early 18
th

 Century on land donated 

by the, 1st Marquess of Downshire. 

 

Over 300 years of horse racing in the area looked like it might come to an end in 2018 after a 

dispute between the owners Merrion Property Group, and the track management, Down Royal 

Corporation of Horse Breeders. Thankfully this was averted as Merrion Property Group said they 

would takeover management of the racecourse.  

 

In 2019 Ladbrokes were unveiled as the new sponsor of Down Royal’s November Festival of 

Racing in a three-year partnership. The sponsorship deal was the largest in the racecourse’s 

history. 

 

Down Royal is well served by transport links. For those coming by car from both Belfast & 

Dublin the track is located on the A1, the main Belfast/Dublin road. 

 

The nearest railway station is Belfast’s Heuston Station. It’s then just a short bus journey to the 

racecourse. The Belfast Bus Company run a return bus which leaves Donegal Square West one 

and a half hours before the scheduled first race at Down Royal on race days. The bus service 

returns approximately one hour after the scheduled last race at Down Royal.  

 



© Copyright 2020 Blue Delta Marketing Ltd 

The quickest way to get from Belfast to Down Royal Racecourse is by taxi which costs between 

£30 - £40 and takes just 17 minutes and if there are four of you it’s cheap and comfortable way 

to get to the racecourse.  

 

Track Configuration 

 

Flat - A right-handed circuit of just under two miles in circumference and is almost square in 

shape. - Flat course 

 

The flat course is an undulating and galloping track. There is a downhill run to the straight and a 

slight uphill finish. Despite the galloping nature of the track there are plenty of turns. It can be a 

deceptive track and jockeys & horses can get racing too far out which means horses held up can 

get involved in the finish if the pace hasn’t been judged correctly.  

 

The 5f sprint races, which start from a chute, are all about speed and a low draw can be a big 

advantage for horses that break well.  

 

Hurdle - Like the flat track the hurdling course is undulating and galloping in nature with a short 

run in of about 1 & half furlongs from the last. - Hurdle course 

 

Chase - Like the hurdle course the chase course has a short run in from the last. In chases over 

two miles no fence is jumped more than once. - Chase course 

 

The jumps track is considered a fair track and if a horse isn’t too far out of its ground it has a 

decent chance if the gallop has been an honest one. On very soft or heavy ground you will often 

see jockey’s go out wide in search of the best ground.  

 

Down Royal Racecourse Key Stats 

 

Let’s begin by looking at some general stats at the racecourse including clear favourites and 

winning odds.  

 

The stats below are from Jan 1st, 2015 to the time of writing (10/01/20) and cover all jump 

meetings at the course.  

 

Once again, I am using the ever useful www.horseracebase.com for all the stats.  

 

Beginning with National Hunt racing.  

 

https://images.racingpost.com/course_maps/large/downroyal(ire).jpg
https://images.racingpost.com/course_maps/large/downroyal(ire)h.jpg
https://images.racingpost.com/course_maps/large/downroyal(ire)ch.jpg
http://www.horseracebase.com/
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The results below contain 309 winners from 3365 runners 851 placed and on the flat 116 

winners from 1159 runners 317 placed.  

 

 

Favourites – National Hunt 

 

Clear favourites have produced the following set of results: 

 

119 winners from 284 runners 42% -4.54 A/E 1/05 202 placed 71 %. 

 

Breaking those results down into handicap & non-handicap races gives us: 

 

● Non-handicaps – 102 winners from 193 runners 53% +27.53 +27.53 A/E 1.15 150 

Placed 78%. 

 

● Handicaps – 17 winners from 91 runners 19% -32.07 A/E 0.69 52 placed 57%. 

 

Summary: Favourites have a good record in National Hunt races at Down Royal with non-

handicap favourites winning 53% such races and performing 15% above market expectations.  

 

Favourites – Flat 

 

Clear favourites have produced the following set of results: 

 

34 winners from 104 runners 33% -5.81 A/E 0.92 71 placed 68%. 

 

Breaking those results down into handicap & non-handicap races gives us: 

 

● Non-handicaps – 18 winners from 42 runners 43% -0.95 A/E 0.95 34 placed 81%. 

 

● Handicaps – 16 winners from 62 runners 26% -4.86 A/E 0.88 37 placed 60%. 

 

General Stats - Flat 

 

Odds SP: 12/1 & above. 

 

17 winners from 524 runners 3% -167 A/E 0.68 52 placed 10%. 
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General Stats – National Hunt 

 

35 winners from 1834 runners 2% -1173 A/E .47 183 placed 10%. 

 

Summary: On the flat and even more so over jumps horses relatively well fancied by the 

market, horses that are 12/1 & under dominate. The odd big priced winner does pop up 

occasionally, but they are few and far between and it’s not a pool a punter should be fishing in 

for potential winners.  

 

 

Trainers to Note 

 

Given there is more national hunt racing than flat I have concentrated on the jumps racing for a 

trainer whose runners are worth following at Down Royal.  The standout jumps trainer stats wise 

is Henry De Bromhead.  

 

Henry De Bromhead 

 

 

 
 

 

One in four of his runners at the track have won in the past five years but even more importantly 

his runners are performing 31% better than market expectations.  

 

That record improves if we just look at his runners having their first run at the course. 

 



© Copyright 2020 Blue Delta Marketing Ltd 

 
 

14 winners from 44 runners 32% +41.76 A/E 1.58 21 placed 48%. 

 

System 25: Back Henry De Bromheads runners at Down Royal when having their first run at the 

track. 

 

Edward Lynam 

 

From a much smaller sample size it may be worth noting any Edward Lynam trained runners 

racing on the flat over 5f.  

 

But apart from him there are no standout flat trainers on the stats front.  

 

 
 

System 26: Back Edward Lynam’s 5f flat runners at Down Royal. 
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If you would like to receive an email to let you know each time one of our systems has a runner 

sign up for our alerts service here - https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer 

 

Hopefully you enjoyed this brief look at Down Royal racecourse.  

 

Next month, I’m staying in the north of Ireland to look at Downpatrick. 

 

Until next time 

John Burke  

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer
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A Q and A with Ian Welch of Inform Racing 
 

Hi Ian, and many thanks for joining us this month, first off would you start by telling our 

readers a little about yourself and your background? 

Hi yes of course. Well I have always been interested in horse racing since my late teens and 

always enjoyed a bet at the weekends, but even back then I was looking more analytically at the 

race and the runners than most people I knew in the betting shops, who just went by recent form, 

the jockey, the spotlight comments, any horse picked at random etc.. 

I would look at the results each day in the paper and ask myself why particular horses won 

certain races to try and build up a picture of who wins what and why. I read all of the books 

available at the time and the ones I found on speed ratings really struck a chord with me and 

became my passion for the next few years and beyond. 

I eventually came up with a simple enough system for calculating my speed ratings that 

combined the trusted methods of those from the US like Andy Beyer with some ideas I read from 

Nick Mordin, who really first pioneered speed ratings for me on this side of the pond.  
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I still use exactly the same method of rating each race today and I also have my own standard 

times for every course and distance which are updated on a regular basis. I also adjust the ratings 

correctly for any rail movements which has become more prevalent these days at many courses, 

as the distances are altered considerably which many punters won’t even realise I think. 

Before I started Inform Racing, I was a carpenter from when I left school and started calculating 

my own ratings around 2001. I then created a website after much trial and error, teaching myself 

everything from scratch and started giving access to the ratings for free for about 18 months or 

so.  

A 40/1 winner I tipped up on the Betfair forum in a six runner race at Wetherby, got me a lot of 

interest and free sign ups and really it all took off from there. I burned my bridges at work by 

telling the bloke I was working for I was leaving that day and went full time on the website and 

the speed ratings in 2003.  

Because of the interest I already had and the continued success of my speed ratings, I made good 

progress from week one and Inform Racing has continued to increase its subscriber base and I 

believe has built itself a solid and trusted reputation over the years. 

Would you say that you have a “typical” working day, and how would you describe it? 

Not really a typical day, but what I do have to do every day is of course calculate the ratings for 

the previous day. I normally do this around lunchtime then once the full declarations are out for 

the following day I can upload the results and declarations file at the same time.  

As the site has increased in popularity I have quite a lot of admin to take care of and as 

everything at Inform Racing is all done by me, I can often spend all day answering emails, 

updating the site and calculating the ratings etc. 

Over the past couple of years I have been regularly making new additions to the website so that 

subscribers are getting more and more value for their money. Originally we just provided the 

ratings but now we have all of the form for each horse in our very easy to view pop up boxes, 

past ratings cards with results, an excel download each day, a daily stats table and items like the 

advanced search feature where you can drill down into each race and its particular form. 

We have also now added a system builder where you can look back at the last ten years racing 

results and find your own betting systems, plus a declarations builder where you can run your 

saved systems each day or use any other criteria, to find the days runners in a matter of seconds. 

We have also just added a Tissue Tool where you can use any of the ratings to calculate a betting 

forecast and compare this with the actual prices to find value bets.  

Many double figure winners have been unearthed in just a few months using this and we plan to 

add more to this and other items on the site in the coming weeks and months.  
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This means there are always updates to make to the website and videos etc., so that everyone can 

see how we are improving and learn how to use all of these new additions. 

What do you think of the world of sports tipping in general and what do you think people 

are in search of when it comes to their hunting for a successful betting formula? 

First of all I would say that I have never ever joined a tipping service in my life because I would 

hate to need to trust someone else to make my betting decisions for me. I have also never 

provided a full on tipping service at Inform Racing as I think it is as hard to provide a successful 

service as it is to follow one.  

I make money every year from my betting using my ratings and I offer numerous suggestions 

and ideas for these on our Blog but I have losing runs like everyone else and I think I would feel 

the pressure to pick something I wasn’t that keen on for others, if I had tipped a number of losers 

on the run and I think there is no coming back from that position.  

I have long losing runs like everyone but am happy because I understand my betting and have a 

definite strategy which has proven to be successful over many years now. 

Regards other tipping services, I don’t really know which ones are out there or know any which 

are successful because it is just something I have never been interested in. I think most people 

can find their own losers without having to pay a lot of money each month to back someone 

else’s! 

Do you regularly bet yourself? What style of approach do you take to your betting? What 

do you think of staking plans, loss retrieval systems etc.? 

I don’t bet every day but most days during the week and my approach has always been a 

systematic, going through my favourite strategies and take it from there. If I have had a busy 

morning and don’t get a break until after lunchtime, I tend not to bother even looking as I prefer 

to have a clear head and time to take in all of the races of the day. There is so much racing in the 

UK you don’t have to wait long to have a bet but when I do I never spend too long finding my 

bets as I think you can actually look too deeply into a race.  

Our system builder has been a revelation to me since it was added and has given me so many 

more different angles to find basic system ideas. The vast majority of my methods use the speed 

ratings and I personally prefer races for older horses, be it handicaps or non handicap races. 

I tend to bet singles, doubles and trebles but honestly only use small stakes because it is not 

about making large amounts of money for me, it is about finding the winner and seeing the 

betting bank increasing each year.  
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So many people seem to think that they will be able to ‘go pro’ with their betting and make a 

quick fortune but that is one of the hardest things to do. I suggest that first of all you try to make 

a profit and then take it from there but you don’t have to scale up massively in my view to keep 

your enjoyment of the sport. 

I wouldn’t tell anyone not to use a staking plan as I think they can be very helpful but retrieval 

plans really shouldn’t be used as they will fail one day and you will lose a lot of money if you try 

using one of these. 

What attracted you to the world of horse racing and what do you enjoy most about the 

sport? 

I am not sure really, I suppose having a lot of spare time in my teens led me to the bookies but it 

didn’t take long for me to fall in love with the sport and as I said before, the analysis required to 

find the winner of a race really appealed to me. 

I don’t think there is enough made about how interesting the analytical side of horse racing is 

and how each race is really a puzzle that can be solved. Rather than just a sport that you bet 

money on for fun, mostly expecting to lose. If you go racing with friends for a day out, then I 

wouldn’t take it too seriously but you can make money from betting if you have the right 

understanding and attitude. 

I think racing on the main channels like ITV now, could spend more time each week explaining 

the race types, the handicapping system, jockeys allowances and more to new comers and 

younger viewers, to get them interested in the whole process of real form reading and how it all 

works. I doubt most casual punters even realise that horses run in different classes depending on 

their ability, or even the difference between flat and jump racing.  

What led you to create Inform Racing, into the world of racing tipsters and what do you 

feel Inform can offer racing enthusiasts and punters that other can’t? 

I think I have gone over how I created Inform Racing back in the early 2000’s but as for what it 

offers punters, well the number one thing is that speed ratings and ours in particular, give users a 

winning edge by providing information that no one else has or uses and therefore can highlight 

horses that others simply wouldn’t look at. 

The best angle as an explanation is one of our base systems and is one that I get most positive 

feedback about. It requires looking at the last time out rating, lto rating, and finding horses that 

have one of the top three ratings in this lto column.  

All top three ratings in each column are highlighted in red so they are all very easy to see. 
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If you find one of these top three horses in the lto column that also came fifth or worse last time 

out, you have a very good opportunity for a value bet. Most people are going to look at the 

finishing position last time out and will likely ignore a horse if it came outside the first three or 

four. However, those accessing the speed ratings will see that despite the finishing position, the 

horse ran in a very good race, achieved a very god speed rating and has more of a chance of 

following up this time around.  

This means they are likely to get a better price than a horse maybe should be, as most people are 

not using the speed ratings. 

Speed ratings give you an angle that others, who use the normal form factors to find their bets 

and generally all come up with the same horses each time, just don’t have. You can see by a 

number of the testimonials I receive, the big priced winners many subscribers have been backing 

over the years. 

New and old punters alike can struggle to make a success of their betting. If you could give 

them just one piece of advice to improve their profitability what would it be? 

I think removing the need to end up each day in profit would help a lot of people. Betting less 

and increasing your discipline will help as well but constantly thinking of long term success not 

short term would be my best piece of advice. This will eradicate the need to double up after a 

loser or chase your losses at the end of the day. 

If you set yourself up with a decent betting bank and know roughly the number of bets each day 

plus a good idea of your staking etc., you give yourself a good starting point for a positive plan 

of action. Concentrate on one or two races that interest you and try to come up with the winner 

from a shortlist of two or three and see if you can improve your strike rate from these runners.  

I am more than happy to back more than one horse in a race and would hardly ever bet each way 

as this seems to suggest that you are not that confident in your selection. 

What would you consider to be a highlight of your racing experience to date? Do you have 

any personal racing / betting experiences which when reflecting back brings a smile, or for 

that matter any which bring a grimace; you can share with our readers? 

I can’t say I have a massive highlight betting wise, I mean I don’t bet massive stakes or even 

multiples very often so there isn’t that one big win that stands out, but I have won £1K or £2K a 

few times over the years from successful winning trebles.  

We used to go racing quite often throughout the year and had an annual trip amongst our close 

friends to Windsor races on a Monday evening.  

Of course I am supposed to be the ‘expert’ but I normally came away having picked fewer 

winners than everyone else which always gave them a good laugh at my expense.  
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We now live in France so these trips have had to stop for the foreseeable future but maybe that is 

a good thing from my point of view! 

There was another meeting at Windsor two or three years ago, which was an extra meeting added 

due to the weather because another local meeting had been abandoned and me and my wife 

decided quite late to go along.  

As it was an extra meeting it was almost empty at Windsor, apart from Trainers, Jockeys, 

Owners, officials and a few race goers. 

I had already selected a horse at Windsor in the morning, so we decided to go along and watch it 

run. The horse in question was perennial slow starter Captain Scooby and was put in the forecast 

as one of the outsiders, however I had him clear top rated that day and he was also in with half a 

chance because of the likely pace of the race he was running in. 

At Inform Racing, we provide our own run style figures which show how each horse is likely to 

run. When I looked at the race it looked like the majority of runners wanted to lead or be up with 

the pace which, if all went to plan, would allow Captain Scooby, to run through the tiring horses 

towards the end of the race.  

I knew this top rated horse did not have a great strike rate overall but catching him when 

conditions were in his favour, did give us half a chance that the old fella would run a decent race. 

We took 20/1 with one of the few bookies who had turned up and to our delight or probably 

amazement, the race went perfectly to plan and the horse ran on at the end to win quite 

comfortably. Where were all our Windsor friends on that glorious day I thought! 

It was quite funny after the race when we had seen the horse back to the winning post and went 

to collect our winnings. When we got to where the bookie had been set up near the parade ring, it 

looked like he had done a runner with our winnings as his stand had all been cleared away and he 

was nowhere to be seen!  

Standing around and wondering what to do, the bookie next to where the other one had been, 

saw us standing there and asked us if we were the ones who had backed Captain Scooby? I think 

it must have been the last race of the day or close to the end and he had decided to pack up and 

go but had given our winnings to this other bookie, which thankfully was still there and gave us 

our money. 

That was certainly a memorable day, but any trip to the races is always great fun and we often 

stayed away somewhere for the weekend and went to the racing on the Saturday.  

 



© Copyright 2020 Blue Delta Marketing Ltd 

What about the gambling industry, is there anything you like to see changed there? Many 

website forums are full of criticisms of the bookmakers and their treatment of their 

customers? Is this something you have an opinion on? 

I tend to bet on the exchanges most of the time but do have a few bookmaker accounts as well. I 

understand they have a business to run but they don’t treat successful punters very well at all. I 

mean as a business you do have to find where your losses are coming from and nip these in the 

bud, but somehow, it doesn’t seem right to close accounts from the winning punters just like that. 

I have a number of subscribers who I know who are very successful and have had accounts 

closed very quickly once they started winning big.  

For me, the bookies seem to have double standards when it comes to winners and losers. They 

are supposed to have procedures in place to monitor and help block punters who continually lose 

a lot of money but I have read a number of articles or Tweets that show this is clearly not 

happening. They manage to spot a winner as soon as he is winning, why can they not do the 

same for those who are losing heavily too and use their influence to try and help these people? 

Gambling problems don’t only affect the person doing the gambling and as we know and these 

days it is so easy to just keep depositing money into an online account and lose thousands of 

pounds in a very short amount of time. It actually makes me feel sick in the stomach when I 

think of just how much people do reportedly lose when they do have a problem and how it can 

really ruin the life of a family.  

There really should be far more being done on this because bookmakers make millions every 

year for themselves and they should be held far more accountable if they allow people to bet 

when they can clearly see someone is getting into trouble. 

What do you do to relax and unwind? What interests have you outside the world of horse 

racing? 

Running Inform Racing gives me an enormous amount of pleasure and whilst there is always 

plenty to do, I wouldn’t call it at all stressful or hard work, so I do live a fairly relaxed life as it 

is.  

We moved to France a couple of years ago and this is a very laid back place to live, with lots of 

pleasant countryside views and so much less traffic. In fact it is a pleasure to drive around as the 

roads are emptier which is so much better, in fact there probably isn’t a French word for pothole, 

because you really don’t see any at all. 

I go to the gym in the nearest big town twice a week but just being able to take life easy is a real 

bonus and we don’t have plans to come back to the UK anytime soon.  
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I’m learning the language slowly which at the beginning was very daunting but it does start to 

come together the more you speak the language and that is something I have really enjoyed 

doing. 

I am also able to follow all of the Premier League matches over here, more than I could back in 

England and of course drinking lots of local red wine has been one of the more enjoyable plusses 

to living over here too! 

You can find out more about Ian and his Speed Ratings here - http://www.informracing.com/ 

  

http://www.informracing.com/
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/infomatique/ 

 

February Acorns - Clues for Cheltenham 

From Leopardstown 
 

February traditionally hasn’t been the strongest month in terms of quality racing which is not 

surprising given its closeness to the Cheltenham Festival.  

 

Arguably the biggest meeting in Britain in the month is the Betfair Super Saturday meeting at 

Newbury. The fixture features the £155,000 Betfair Handicap Hurdle, which is now the richest 

handicap hurdle in the UK.   

 

Over the Irish Sea we have seen the recent introduction of the Dublin Racing Festival at 

Leopardstown which takes place on the first weekend of the month. The meeting has eight Grade 

One Races and over 1.8 Million euros on offer in prize money.  

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/infomatique/29017910697/in/photolist-LddnT8-29U11oC-28Ae5Ai-pgzMyj-29YaiBn-LdadVV-29TZZaf-qdz9JP-LdagLK-Ldag6r-qbhNyy-qdoQZr-qdvHDS-MQJAn3-dg9k36-dg9ka6-LdaiD2-8Lbzx5-8L8tXX-8LbBmj-8LbARC-qdzaCT-8LbyUN-8LbKcC-8L8DPc-28AgCPH-pW8vkv-dbX1Hz-bAew7h-bAer51-dg9mFq-28Ae7cV-MQJBCE-dg9mzj-dbX2ew-dg9mem-bP95kn-dbX1VZ-bP9aX8-dbX1eV-bAeq8N-28SEqF1-dbX1RP-28Agu5D-bP932a-bAeqaf-bP94k8-bP8Yc6-pW28vG-bP93h2
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This extravaganza is now a great racing festival, with the Irish Gold Cup and Champion Hurdle 

the feature races of the meeting.  But it’s also become an ideal prep for horses heading to 

Cheltenham. 

 

This month’s acorns article looks at how you can profit at the Cheltenham Festival from 

following horses that had their last run at Leopardstown prior to coming to Cheltenham.  

 

As ever the excellent www.horseracebase.com with its mine of detailed information and stats is 

the starting point for this month’s investigation. To get a decent sample size the stats used are 

from 2014 to 2019. 

 

Last Time Out Leopardstown Runners at The Cheltenham Festival 

 

Since 2014 the track that has provided the most winners at the Cheltenham Festival is 

Leopardstown.  

 

 
 

Horses that had their last start at Leopardstown prior to running at Cheltenham have provided 35 

winners only Cheltenham with 26 winners comes close to Leopardstown in terms of winners. 

Before digging further into finding some profit angles. Let’s look at some general stats. Starting 

with race type: 

National Hunt Race Type 

 

Nothing stands out figures wise although bumper runners have provided a tidy profit for punters.  

Handicaps/Non -Handicaps 

 

Again, nothing stands out between handicap & non-handicap races although far and away more 

winners have come in non-handicaps.  

http://www.horseracebase.com/
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Race Type: 

Breaking the down the results further by race type: 

 

Interestingly Leopardstown runners that raced in the novice handicaps at the Cheltenham 

Festival are struggling to make an impact with 0 winners from 13 runners 2 placed. The two 

placed horses were Powersbomb, who finished 4
th

 in the 2017 Close Brothers Novices Handicap 

Chase at 22/1, and Orgilgo Bay 16/1 in the 2014 Fred Winter Juvenile Handicap Hurdle.  

Last Time Out Placing: 

 

Last time out Leopardstown winners and runners-up have produced 67% of winners from 47% of 

the total runners.  
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Previous Cheltenham Runs: 

It’s said that previous experience of Cheltenham is a positive and the stats suggest that it has 

some bearing with runners who had their last run at Leopardstown. 

 

Those with two runs at the track have produced 8 winners from 43 runners 19% +30.33, 18 

placed 42% and have performed 39% better than market expectations producing a decent profit 

of £30.33 to a £1 level stake.  

Headgear: 

 

Just four horses from Leopardstown have gone onto win at Cheltenham wearing headgear. The 

win strike rate is poor but given 30% have placed then it would be wise to tread carefully when it 

comes to dismissing such horses’ chance.  

As a point of information horses racing in first time headgear at the Cheltenham Festival are 2 

winners from 14 runners 14% + A/E 1.38 6 placed 43% +9.50.  
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Best In Three Runs: 

Looking at a horse’s best performance in the previous three runs. Those that finished first or 

second produced: 

 

All but two winners had finished first or second on one of their last three starts which indicates 

some recent form has been important.  

Origin of Horse: 

 

Wins On Going: 

 

Looking at those with one or two wins on the prevailing going. They have been performing 27% 

better than the market had expected.  That’s 57% of the winners from 36% of the total runners.  
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And if you had backed them all, you would have made a decent profit of £28.45 profit to a £1 

Level stake.  

 

Trainers: 

Which are the trainers who have successfully used Leopardstown as a prep for Cheltenham? 

Here are the trainer results in numerical order.  

 

 

 

Not surprisingly Willie Mullins has provided most of the winners and he’s eight ahead of his 

nearest rival Gordon Elliott. 
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Profitable Angles 

 

Willie Mullins - Eight of his previous Leopardstown winners or 53% of his winners from just 

21% of his runners had the following two traits: 

● Last time Out Placing: 1
st

 

 

● Horses Age: 4yo to 6yo 

 

 

 

It’s worth noting that those results do include a 25/1 winner as Relegate won the Champion 

Bumper in 2018.  

That said, even if you remove the 25/1 winner his qualifiers are still performing 44% better than 

market expectations.  

If you had backed all his qualifiers each way you would have made a £31.66 profit.  

System 27: Back last time out Willie Mullins Leopardstown runners racing at the Cheltenham 

Festival that are aged between 4 and 6 and had won their last start.  
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Gordon Elliott - Looking at the Gordon Elliott runners for a profitable angle. The best I can find 

is the following: 

Five of the trainers seven winners who had their last run at Leopardstown had the following 

traits: 

● Runs at Cheltenham: 0 

 

● Ran at Leopardstown in February (Dublin Racing Festival) 

 

● Odds SP: 10/1 & under. 

 

 

 

That’s a cracking win strike rate and if you backed all those qualifiers each way you would have 

made a profit of +24.40.  

System 29: Back Gordon Elliott last time out Leopardstown runners racing at the Cheltenham 

Festival that ran at the Dublin Racing Festival, were having their first start at Cheltenham and are 

10/1 & under.  
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Dermot Weld & Jessica Harrington 

Finally keep an eye on Dermot Weld and Jessica Harrington runners who had their last start at 

Leopardstown.  

 

He doesn’t have many runners at the Festival these days but note any he does.  

Jessica Harington’s record is interesting albeit, again like Dermot Weld’s, from a small sample 

size. 

 

Both her winners and her placed horse all ran in Grade 1 races at the Cheltenham Festival – 2 

winners from 5 runners 40% +13 3 placed 60% +15.40. 

System 31: Back Dermot Weld last time out Leopardstown runners racing at the Cheltenham 

Festival. 
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System 39: Back Jessica Harrington last time out Leopardstown runners racing at the 

Cheltenham Festival that had their last start in February (Dublin Racing Festival). 

Like many of the methods outlined above. The above figures are based on historic data and 

whilst history has a good habit of repeating itself, it often doesn’t.  

It is important to remember that these bets are solely for the Cheltenham Festival in March and 

as such there maybe too many or indeed to few qualifiers for you, depending on your betting 

strategies.  

Until next month, when I will once again be looking at some profitable Cheltenham Festival 

angles. 

All the best 

John Burke 

 

If you would like to receive an email to let you know each time one of our systems has a runner 

sign up for our alerts service here - https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer 

  

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer
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https://www.oncourseprofits.com/consistentprofits
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Image by Clarence Alford from Pixabay 

 

Improve Your Punting - Part 5 - Backing 

Beaten Favourites  
 

Last month I looked at the importance of ‘mindset’ and how the right mindset can improve your 

punting.   

Well I said at the end of that article that I would be looking at importance of a horses previous 

starting price. This is the first of two-parts on the subject. This month’s article looks at backing 

beaten favourites and how you can profit from doing so. The second part of a horses previous 

starting price will be later in the series. 

The decision to look at beaten favourites was inspired by a discussion on the Betting School 

Insiders Forum on Kieran’s National Hunt beaten favourites system.  

By the way if you’re not a member of the Betting School Insiders Club then it’s worth giving it a 

go.  

 

 

https://pixabay.com/users/clarencealford-5516293/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3880450
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3880450
https://www.bettinginsiders.com/9-99-trial?utm_source=weekend%20portfolio&utm_medium=ocp&utm_campaign=feb%20issue
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Beaten Favourites: How Do They Fare on Their Next Start? 

As we are in the middle of the National Hunt season it makes sense to concentrate on the 

jumping game for now. As ever the excellent www.horseracebase.com  with its mine of detailed 

information and stats is the starting point for this month’s investigation.  

To get a decent sample size the stats used are from January 1
st
, 2016 to December 31st, 2019 and 

cover National Hunt races only.  

Below we have the results for all beaten favourites on their next run.  

 

Based on 11,514 results, beaten favourites won 19% of all races next time out and overall, a 

hefty 9p in the pound would have been lost if you had been backing all qualifiers blindly on their 

next run.  

Whilst the win strike rate of beaten favourites is decent enough how can we improve both the 

strike rate and make backing such runners profitable. 

Were They False Favourites?  

Following beaten favourites blindly is clearly not be recommended but many punters do. Plenty 

of words have been written on the subject and indeed many punters systems are based on 

backing beaten favourites.  

Were those beaten favourites, the right favourites or were they ‘false’ favourites? Now that’s a 

question that we should be thinking about.  

In order to be able to go about answering it. We must first look at what we mean by a false 

favourite.  

What is a false favourite? 

http://www.horseracebase.com/
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Here’s what I consider could be described as false favourites: 

● A change in race code - a horse coming from the All-Weather track cannot be guaranteed 

to transfer their form when switched to the grass; 

● When the horse running in a handicap but has never previously won a handicap - then 

there is no guarantee that they can actually win off their present handicap mark; 

● When a horse is still a maiden; 

● When the horse has not won a race on the prevailing going; 

● When the horse hasn’t proved they can win over the distance of the race; 

● Was the horse stepping up in class from its last run? 

There are of course plenty of other reasons worth considering as to why a horse could have been 

a false favourite but hopefully those six examples give you an idea of what you should be 

looking out for.  

Moving on. The key then is to find beaten favourites that were true favourites.  

Distance Beaten in Last Race 

As good a starting point as any is look at how far the favourite was beaten in their last race.  

 

Those results indicate that the further a horse was beaten the less likely that it will be able to win 

on its next start.  

Beaten favourites that got within 5 lengths of the winner managed to win almost one in four 

races next time. 
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The distance beaten filter looks a good starting point for further research.  

Now let’s remove any beaten favourites that had yet to win under rules. 

 

Granted the win strike rate hasn’t improved but the number of qualifying bets has been reduced 

and the loss backing all qualifiers blind is now down to £139.74 to a £1 stake.  
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Class Move 

 

Looking at those stats it’s clear that we need to focus on beaten favourites that were not stepping 

up in class from their last run.  

If we re-run the Horseracebase results database and stick with qualifiers that were either 

dropping in grade or running in the same grade as last time, we get the following results: 
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The win strike rate is now nearing 30% and for the first time we have obtained a profit of £95.89 

to a £1 level stake. The profit when backing all the qualifiers to Betfair SP is even bigger at 

£350.92.  

The filters I have added are logical. I have concentrated on those beaten favourites that got close 

to the winner on their last start, I have not added horses that have yet to win a race and have just 

looked at horse’s that have either dropped or are running in the same grade of race as their last 

run.  

There’s always the danger when carrying out research based on past results that you accidentally 

drift into the realms of back fitting. However, in this instance, there does appear to be one final 

logical filter that may be worth a looking at and its beaten favourites that had had not won 

previously on the prevailing going.  

Once again rerunning the results database and adding the filter: 

Wins on the Going: 0 

We get these following set of results:  

 

We have an AE value of 1.1. This means to bookmaker SP prices, after deducting over-round 

you would have won 10p in every pound bet.  

The number of bets has been halved and we have three times the return on investment. Once 

again betting qualifiers to Betfair SP looks the best way to go with profit of £349.02.  
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You could now of course dig a bit further by looking at those trainers who excel with horses that 

meet the above qualifying criteria.  

Here as a point of interest are the trainers with two or more winners. 

 

 

Trainers to note with such qualifiers include Neil Mulholland, Nigel Twiston-Davies, Alan King, 

Dr Richard Newland, Nicky Henderson, Gordon Elliott who all have excellent stats.  

If you wanted to go a bit more niche. I think you could do worse than and back this group of 

trainer’s qualifying beaten favourites.  



© Copyright 2020 Blue Delta Marketing Ltd 

 

System 40: Back Beaten Favourites from the listed trainers , when beaten by 5 lengths or less, 

with no wins on going that have previously won at the same or lower class in National Hunt 

races  

If you would like to receive an email to let you know each time one of our systems has a runner 

sign up for our alerts service here - https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer 

 

Here is the breakdown by year: 

 

The win & place strike rates have been consistent over the four years and so has the profit.  

The A/E stat of 1.43 is excellent and the Chi score indicate it’s down to the trainer’s skill rather 

than luck. Whilst the Exp/wins figure shows we are working with a decent sample size.  

An average of only 80 bets per year won’t suit everyone but it could be a useful addition to the 

betting portfolio.  

 

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer
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Stop Press: 

The trainer results so far in 2020 are: 

3 winners from 4 runners 75% +3.73 at BSP 

Summary: Hopefully this article has helped to inform readers of some of the pitfalls of backing 

beaten favourites but also shown that backing the ones with right criteria can be a profitable 

endeavour.  

Good luck! 

Until next month 

John Burke 
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https://www.oncourseprofits.com/vvocp
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System Results – December 2020 

 

The strike rate for the systems in December was a steady 25% but within those 25% we hit some 

big priced winners, including… 

 

Hogan’s Height 16/1 SP - 25.35 BSP 

Northern Beau 12/1 SP – 15.85 BSP  

Regal Encore 16/1 SP – 21.34 BSP 

Toi Story 16/1 SP – 21 BSP 

 

The end result for the month at Betfair SP was + £29.51 to £1 level stakes (50p win, 50p place 

for win and place systems). 

 

The Southwell favourites system from issue 58 helped the strike rate with five of the six bets 

from that system winning and overall it sits at 50% strike rate since we published it. 

 

As would be expected from a favourites system the margins are small, but overall an ROI of 12% 

since we published it is very respectable when half your bets are winning. 

 

If you like to operate staking plans or to increase your stakes as your bank grows then this 

system may be one to use with that kind of plan. 

 

The stars of the December profit were both systems from issue 61. 

 

The Anthony Honeyball December only system brought in the most profit with + £18.87 to £1 

level stakes with four of the nine bets winning. 

 

We frequently feature systems that hone in on the trends for a particular month and this strategy 

frequently pays off. If you are researching your own systems then concentrating on just one 

month of the year can often throw up a winning system. 

 

The other system that contributed a lot of profit was the Handicap Chasers system that follows 

key trainers in Handicap Chases for the rest of the National Hunt season which finished 

December + £16.80 to £1 level stakes but with a somewhat lower strike rate of 17%, but 

included Hogan’s Height mentioned above. 

 

If you want to receive an email each night with the systems selections for the next day then you 

can sign up for that here https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer 

  

https://www.oncourseprofits.com/systemsreaderoffer
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https://www.oncourseprofits.com/ocprtp
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Image by Pexels from Pixabay 

Product Reviews 
 

 

Cost: £2.99 for 28 day trial then £34.99 per month thereafter. 

The Trial: RM Greyhound Tips is a service marketed by Tipsters Empire and they argue that it 

is the best greyhound tipping service around, and so far we can’t argue with that claim. 

With 29 winners from 71 selections and a profit to the advised prices of a shade over 47 points 

we are definitely smiling. 

All of the bets are staked between 1 and 2 points apart from the odd occasion when there is an 

ante post bet. 

There is just one downside to the service though, and anyone who has bet on greyhounds will 

probably know what we are going to say…liquidity. 

https://pixabay.com/users/Pexels-2286921/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1839191
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1839191
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Bookmakers are reluctant to price up greyhound races and once they have been you will struggle 

to get on as the prices move within a few minutes. 

For example, we act on the selection advices promptly but our profits are actually 9.50 points 

less than at the advised prices, and if you had taken the SP offered by the bookmakers you would 

have in fact made a profit of just short of 11 points, a significant difference. 

One race advised 2pts win on at 4/1 (advised), but within a couple of minutes that price had been 

trimmed to 2/1, and then went shorter still at 6/4. It went off at Evens. 

Conclusion: If you can get the prices advised then we cannot fault the results, and even at SP 

there is a profit, but to achieve the larger profits may prove difficult due to lack of liquidity. You 

can find out more about the service here. 

 

 

Carl Nicholson ITV Racing Tips 

Cost: £19.99 per month. 

 

The Trial: From the 44 latest televised races we received selections for we landed 10 winners 

and showed a small loss overall of just over 3.00 points. 

 

After 3 months we were sitting at a loss overall from the 132 selections of just over 14 points (29 

winners) to advised prices and just over 20 points loss to prices achieved.  

 

This is not in line with the overall results for the year end and so we are giving another month 

and are already pretty much at the breakeven point  

 

Conclusion: Remaining hopeful for a positive end. You can find out more about the service 

here. 

 

 

https://tipstersempire.co.uk/subscribe/rm-greyhound-tips?aff=bluedelta
https://www.oncourseprofits.com/ocpitv
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Cost: £40.00 per month. 

The Trial: This service has been a difficult one for us to monitor both because of the number of 

runners and the prices which are advised.  

 

The service suggests a large number of very high priced selections early in the evening before 

the days racing, and from their adverts it is clear that they take the largest price available 

between their advised price and the SP. 

 

The majority of bookmakers now restrict the Best Odds Guaranteed prices to the day of the race, 

so as such; we have produced our results based on the advised prices, SP and the Betfair SP. 

 

To date we have received 162 selections and 13 winners which have resulted in a loss to the 

advised prices of 30 points / just over 24 points to SP / BFSP just less than 15 points. 

 

Conclusion: With 2 long losing runs of 20 runners to date the service may not be for everyone, 

but with winners priced up to 28/1 things can obviously turn around very quickly. 

 

You can find out more about the service here. 

https://sportsworldpublishing.idevaffiliate.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=109&url=3

